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LIVING IN CHICAGO | E | KITCHEM & BATH

ASK THE EXPERTS

Nothing adds depth o a project like a seasoned professional, and we
locals are lucky to have some of the most experienced and innately
falented individuals in fhe home design and development industries.

Interiors Chicago sof down with a bathraem autharity (Gail Drury), kitchen
aficionado (Scott Dresner|, suslainable design guru {fill Salisbury] ond an
occomplished architect and builder (Donovan Eckhardt) to discuss how they
got to the top of their game—and on everyone’s go-o list

By Bhys Hunding | Phetogrophy by Jocob Hond
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SCOTT DRESNER

The Kitchen Aficionado

WHAT 15 YOUR

DESIGM PHILDSORHYS
1 approach every project like
it was my howse. [ ke my
ghobual experience and use it
in my vision For my cliens.

BACKERCUMDE
1 weas raised ina modern style,
starting with the house | grew up
in, Before | moved to Chicago
in 2004, 1 owned a Formica
table business, then moved ino
cabinet manufacturing, then got
into fralian cabinerry, but have
been doing what 1 really love—
kischen design—since then.

FERSOIMAL AESTHETICE
Anterition to detail. Tlike the
sleek lialian look. | prefer el
walls, and | never put rwo
appliances next w each orher. |

liwve muaerble for backsplashes and
a l'arsons style leg on an island.

ST MEMORABLE

FROIECT T2 DATEE
Yamasaki—the famous modern
archireer in the 60s who was
commissioned o do the original
World Trade Center—had chis
cool Astan-meets-American
fusicn feel, Tn 1997, 1 had
the oppertunity to redo the

kitchen in his former house in
Dherroic. | tried w interpret the
space as though he was simting
here with me—how would he
want the cabinets to lool?

AN ACMICER

Hire a professonal who has a loe
of pictures of their kitchens char
you really enjoy. There are a los

of designess who have you leaf
through migazines and steal ideas,
bat | believe in original ideas tha
the designer has come wp with on
his own, working with the client.

GAIL DRURY

The Bachroom Authaority

WHAT 15 YOUR DESIGH

PHILZEOPHYE
Everything should be cohesive,
The client ultimarely makes the
decision of what che direction is,
b it is my job (and my team's)
to educare them and give oprians
based on their preferences.,

BACKGROUMD?
I searted my career in high-
end retail with a cabiner
manufacrurer; | traveled
around the country designing
commercial offices, | slowly
got inte residential design and
went out on my own, doing
kizchens, barhs and heyond, 1
had a boutique showroom and
maved recently o our current
7.000-sgpuare-foot showroom
in downtown Glen Ellyn.

PERSCHNAL AESTHETHCE
| dom't like 2 whaole lor of clurrer;
simple, bur elegant, would
describe the look T prefer, |
like & combination of materials
that is subtle and clean, bur
with a play on rexures,

MACET MENORABLE

FROIECT TO DATES
A hathroom in the Midwess,
where the shower isin the
corner of the bathroom and
all che walls are glass, floor-t-
ceiling, The windaws look our
o i courryand, so it feels lile
you are showering outside.

ANY ADVCER

Evervone has different needs
and different goals, so to make
the perfect hathroom you have
to ke it one step ac a time, You
have o gather information, put
it together and set priorities,
Start out with whar is imporeant

and build the space around ir,

JILL SALISBURY

The Sustainahle Design Guro

WHAT 15 YOLIR DESGM
PHILDSCPHY?

There should nar he compromise.

You can have luxury, style
and healthy, sustainable
interiors all ar the same time.

BACKGROUNMDE
My career stareed in furniture
and retail. | worked in
commercial and residential
ineeriors and then other
aspects of design, including
graphics, so my career has
really come full ciscle. T have
returned womy roots and
am enjoring the joumey.

PERSOIMAL AESTHETICE
le changes; rght now | am
really entranced by the idea of
wahi-sabi; appreciaring lifestyle
parina, and pieces rhat have a
story w0 tell, One of the things
[ lowve about designing with

sustainabiliry is there is always a

wreat story abour the life a piece
hid before it was installed.

SADIET MEMORABLE

PRCHECT TO DaTER

A son-profit project [ did

in Michigan. | designed

and manufacrured all of the
waorkstarions and private office
furniture—everything from the
locker rooms to the boardroom.
I waw grear working side by side
with them o accomplish their
vision and bring envirenmental
integrity to all of the furnishings.
Ie weas a LEETY plaginum project
and won the ALA inceriors award.

ANY ADVICER
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Think of every experience,
good or bad, as an opportunity
1o grow and evolve as a
designer, Keep an open mind
and think ourside the box.
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DONOVAN ECKHARDT

The Accomplished Architect/Builder

WYHAT IS YOUR DESICSMN
PHILCSOPHYS
| propose ideas wo my clients that
are realistic and etcient, From
there, ir's casy for me to incorporare
the client’s needs and personality
because [ know that the core
of the design is funcrional.

BACKGRIUMNDE
| have a master’s in archirecture with
a focus on real estare development.
My Father is an architece/builder,
s | grew up in the design/
build waord and was constantly
on-site, learning hands-on.

PERSOMAL AESTHETICE
| prefer a traditional-style home.
When | watch Dowstan Abbey,
whart | see is whar | wantevery
house to ook like. | understand
that can't abways he the case,
so [ ory o design in 2 more
rransitional soyle—| juse complered
a few homes in Bucktown
with a more modem scyle,

MACIST MAEMORABLE

PROIECT TO DATER
The first single-family home |
designed, developed and built in
the ciry, It was the first project
that | toak from initial demolition
tar a fully Rnished, iradirional
hame that has aged well with the
neighborhood. Growing up, [
listened 1o my father point and say,
I designed and buile thar building
all over Chicago. Forthe first time.
[ was able o say the same thing,

ANY ADMCE?
Yo can go to schood for as many
years s you want, but the best
way to truly learn the industry is
experience, | am constantly finding
new, creative ways 1o solve design
and conseruction problems,



